
Why You Need to Become a Green Globes 
Professional (GGP) 
 
Design Teams, Building Owners, Facility Operators and Energy Managers are facing an unprecedented 
time in human history.  We find ourselves at the cross-roads of growing environmental crises coupled 
with exponential leaps in technological innovation and development.  All of this has come about as we 
move toward a greater awareness of the challenges that we are facing, the problems that need to be 
solved and the opportunities that these solutions will offer us.  We are indeed in the midst of an exciting 
time, a collective momentum towards a sustainable built environment that will provide us with a new 
generation of buildings that are healthy, efficient, productive and enrich our quality of life. 
 
In an effort to meet these challenges, many building owners across the state of Florida and beyond have 
made firm commitments to the design and delivery of green facilities.  School districts in particular have 
risen to the occasion by demanding healthier learning environments that not only serve the educational 
needs of our future generation, but also act as beacons of sustainability for the community. 
 
Alachua County Schools is one such district that 
has not only embraced this movement towards 
sustainable learning spaces; they have remained 
dedicated to the pursuit of cutting-edge 
solutions that serve the environment, 
community and their students simultaneously.  
Most recently these efforts were realized 
through the design and construction of 
Meadowbrook Elementary, a 100,000 ft2 K-5 
school located in Gainesville, FL. 
 
 
Early schematic charrette meetings with the design team for the Meadowbrook Elementary School 
project led to the discovery of a highly innovative ventilation strategy that could not be adequately 
quantified within the bounds of the USGBC's LEED Rating System.  The decision was thus made to 
pursue a Green Globes Certification, a more robust and flexible green building rating system that would 
recognize Alachua County Schools for their cutting-edge strategies while providing the community with 
their sustainable stamp of approval. 
 
Meadowbrook Elementary School is a facility that will serve as a flagship of environmental stewardship 
for years to come.  The dedication of the design and construction teams ensured the crystallization of 
this achievement through the earning of a 4 Green Globes Certification for the project - the equivalent 
of a LEED Platinum Designation.   
 
Strategies pursued by the project included but were not limited to: 

• Selection of chiller plant equipment with superior energy performance  
• Specification of high performance fenestration coupled with a supremely insulated building 

envelope  
• Integrated bi-polar ionization equipment for optimized ventilation 
• Low-Impact Site Development that minimizes run-off and maximizes storm-water infiltration 



• Low-VOC materials used throughout 
• Early infrastructure for constructed 

for vehicle charging stations 
• Low-flow water use fixtures specified 

for the entire school 
• Highly reflective surfaces designed to 

minimize heat-island effect 
• Superior acoustic insulation for core 

learning spaces 
 
The entire Green Globes Certification process proved to be a perfect tool for the School District to 
realize and quantify their sustainable construction goals.  Facilities Planning Staff and the leaders of the 
design and construction teams relied heavily upon a recognized Green Globes Professional to usher the 
project successfully through this milestone.   
 
We believe that the Green Globes green building rating system has emerged not only as a competitor to 
LEED, but as a superior and more flexible tool for the achievement of our goals towards a more 
sustainable environment.  As we face the ever-greater challenges of raising this bar, Green Globes 
Professionals will continue to be sought out as crucial, guiding members of each team. 
 

 
 
Green Globes® Is A Nationally Recognized Alternative to LEED  
Register today and earn your GGP credential. 
Green Globes Professional (GGP) Training 
October 15-16, 2012 Gainesville, FL 
Cost: $450 without exam; $550 with exam 
 
Course Coordinator: Laurel Brown, lbrown@treeo.ufl.edu or 352/392-9570 ext. 231 
Registration: Randy Foli, rfoli@treeo.ufl.edu or 352/392-9570 ext.212 
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